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Introduction
A year has passed since Raymond left us, but for many of us it seems like it was yesterday. 
Indeed, since his departure last July, not a week or even a day has gone by without his for-
mer collaborators, students, colleagues having a thought for him. Some initiatives have already 
been taken in order to celebrate Raymond’s memory. The special day for Raymond organized at 
CERN last December was an opportunity to celebrate this exceptional man. In Annecy, with the 
implication of CERN and Marseille and thanks to a spontaneous and generous gift of Raymond’s 
wife Marie-Françoise and their children Olivier and Thierry, the opening of a special room con-
taining a huge collection of scientific books of Raymond is almost completed. It is in the same 
spirit that the present editors decided to dedicate a special issue of Nuclear Physics in memory 
of Raymond. In the following pages, some important problems Raymond was interested in are 
presented, discussed and sometimes solved. The diversity of topics in this issue reflects well the 
extent of Raymond’s interests in Physics and Mathematics. Raymond was not only a gifted man 
for the so-called theoretical sciences, mathematics and physics, but he was also passionate about 
arts, music, drawing and of course literature, just as he was a leader always ready to bring his 
help and share his deep knowledge in physics and mathematics with others. Many people were 
deeply touched by Paul Sorba’s tribute during Raymond’s funeral. This is why we asked Paul 
to translate his speech, originally given in French, which seemed to us a perfect Prolegomena 
for this special volume of Nuclear Physics. The volume “Mathematical Foundations of Quantum 
Field Theory” is organized as follows:
• General and historical contributions
• Field theory – Renormalization (in alphabetic order)
• Field theory – General (in alphabetic order)
• More mathematical physics
We thank E. Presanti for encouraging us to put this volume together, and the whole Elsevier staff 
(and especially Vikranth David) for their kind help in all practical matters.
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